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VIRTUAL

ABSTRACT GUIDELINES
ICAN would like to hear more about IPC related research and the successful implementation/strengthening of IPC programmes in healthcare
facilities across the African continent and invite you to present your research at the 8th ICAN Congress to be held as a virtual event between 23
and 25 November 2021.

ABSTRACT GUIDELINES
Abstracts must be submitted online. No other types of submissions will be accepted.
Abstracts must be submitted in English. Submissions in other languages will not be accepted.
The final deadline for abstract submissions is 29 August 2021.
All abstracts will be reviewed by the ICAN Scientific Committee and may be selected for either oral or poster presentation depending on the
quality and scientific content of the abstract.
Notification of acceptance will be emailed to the main author by 13 September 2021.
Failure to register for the congress by the presenting author will automatically imply that the abstract will not be included in the final
programme.
The person allocated to present the paper, either orally or as a poster, must be one of the authors.
Mentorship will be given to support the authors of accepted abstracts to ensure that publication quality standards are met.
All abstracts will be limited to 400 words excluding the title of the abstract, the authors and their affiliations and contact details.
The abstracts submitted must be original and must not have been published elsewhere.

ABSTRACT TOPICS
Papers are invited to address the overarching theme MOVING FORWARD WITH IPC IN AFRICA FOR AFRICA and should focus on the:
- Results of IPC related research, or
- Successful implementation of an IPC programme.
Topics could include the following:
Africa’s preparedness for Covid-19: lessons learnt
A framework for IPC programmes
A broader perspective on IPC and airborne infections
Progress in IPC education and the development of a career pathway
Surveillance of HAI in Africa. Which HAI definitions?
The built environment and WASH
A legal framework for IPC and national structures
IPC and the built environment
Challenges of the displaced in a pandemic
New trends in HAIs
Environmental cleaning: controversies and the science
PPE and the COVID-19 pandemic: addressing the mixed messages
Advocacy for strengthening IPC programmes
Antimicrobial resistance: where are we in Africa?
Behavioural change and IPC
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ABSTRACT LAYOUT REQUIREMENTS
Title: Should be written in bold, sentence case with no full stop at the end and no underlining.
Authors:
Include first name, middle initial (if applicable) and surname with no full stop at the end of all authors.
Underline the name of the corresponding author.
Where authors are from a number of different institutions the appropriate institution number from the affiliation list should be given as a
superscript number immediately after each author's name.
Affiliations:
Include department, institute, town and country.
If authors have different affiliations, these should be listed in order in a separate paragraph with the appropriate superscript number.
Text:
Should not be more than 400 words in Arial font size 11.
Figures and tables should not be included in the abstract.
Text should be single spaced, unjustifed and should be structured as follows, either:

(1) RESULTS OF IPC RELATED RESEARCH
Background and objectives: A short introduction as to why this piece of research was conducted and deemed necessary for African research.
Methods: A short description of the essential aspects of the methodology. Include research methodology, population, site, methods and any
statistical analysis.
Results: Briefly discuss the findings, with demographic distribution and specific aspects which lead to a conclusive result based on evidence.
Present statistics if indicated.
Conclusion: How will your findings improve IPC practices in your country, Africa and for other researchers? Will this work open up avenues for
further research opportunities or links?
OR
(2) SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF AN IPC PROGRAMME
Background and challenges to implementation: Describe the geographical context/ location of the facility, the type of services offered,
population served and the specific challenge(s) or issue(s) faced in IPC programme development/strengthening.
Methods/Activity: Describe how the the IPC issues/challenges were initially assessed at the facility and detail the activities/interventions
introduced to address them. Describe the monitoring and evaluation methods used to assess the interventions and the analyses to determine
outputs/outcomes.
Results: Describe the results of the interventions.
Conclusions: What are the the implications of the results presented on IPC programmes in other facilities and at national level? Summarise key
recommendations.
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